THE patient is a business man, aged 40, of excellent physique and in good general health. He has been under the observation of Dr. Clarke, of Horley (to whose kindness I owe the case), since the inception of the disease, some five years ago. The eruption began in the summer while the patient was at the seaside, in the form of rings with a strong resemblance to ringworm. They disappeared with the application of iodine, and indeed spontaneously, but recurred apparently usually in the summer. As the patient was accustomed to spend this season at the sea, it was thought that this had some effect in the causation until the condition developed when he was at home at Horley. Repeated examinations for the fungus of ringworm were always negative, and this diagnosis had to be abandoned. The exactly similar condition, who had these rings persisting for months, and then disappearing, only to re-appear later. Previously I had a case in a child. In both my first diagnosis was ringworm; then I concluded they were the condition Dr. Fox had described as persistent circinate erythema. In both cases the eruption disappeared on taking salicylates, but came back afterwards. (July 19, 1917.) Case of Lupus Erythematosus following upon Ringworm of the Scalp in an Adult treated with X-rays.
By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D.
THIS case presents features of social as well as of dermatological interest. The patient is a single lady, aged 37, who rather more than five years ago developed a condition of the scalp which was diagnosed as "eczema" by one general practitioner, and treated as such for a year. She was then seen by another general practitioner, who made the diagnosis of "ringworm," which he states was confirmed by a microscopical examination of hairs sent for this purpose to the Kent bacteriological laboratories. This diagnosis was supported by the X-ray operator, another general practitioner, who in his excellent notes of the procedure he adopted in X-raying, explicitly says the tinea was "diffuse and general." The patient, however, seems to be positive as to the "redness " of the parts prior to X-raying, and declares that the areas then involved were much less than at present, and\ that the invasion of the scalp has progressed very steadily and rapidly in the past two years, the wh'ole vertex being now affected. She was submitted to X-rays on August 5, 1914, the entire head being exposed by the Kienb6ck-Adamson method, only one application being made to each of five areas marked out on the scalp. The hair fell out in due course all over the
